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and the utter absurdity of some of the tragedies which
were then popular. The Critic is the result of these
observations. It was written under strange conditions.
Sheridan was incorrigibly slack about his writing, and
two days before The Critic was to appear, it was still
without a last act. Everyone in the theatre was in
despair* Sheridan's father-in-law, however., had a
brilliant idea. He got Sheridan into a little room, where
writing materials, two bottles of wine, and some
anchovy sandwiches ,were prepared. Sheridan sus-
pected nothing: suddenly he found himself locked
into the room, and heard a voice through the key-
hole saying he was to stay there until he had finished
the play. Nothing daunted, he did so.

Puff, the hero of The Critic, has written a tragedy,
.telling how Don Ferolo Whiskerandos, who is a
prisoner at Tilbury Fort in the reign of Elizabeth,
loves the Governor's daughter Tilburnia. He takes
his friends Dangle and Sneer to see a rehearsal of The
Spanish Armada.

UNDER PROMPTER : Sir, the scene is set, and every-
thing is ready to begin, if you please.

PUFF : Egad, then we'll lose no time.

UNDER PROMPTER : Though I believe, sir, you will find
it very short, for all the performers have profited
by the kind permission you granted them.

PUFF : Hey ! what ?

UNDER PROMPTER : You know, sir, you gave them
leave to cut out or omit whatever they found
heavy or unnecessary to the plot, and I must own
they have taken very liberal advantage of your
indulgence.